© By GEORGE WH BE IS 
© rs I to have $ 


by rie . "6 " 10113 £00 | 
[FR now Prifodier in Nowget 
Ay " "TI FF 
10% witnany [ncerjetign, One 
L 4:be all paColnri —_ 
; ang in particulanroug 


* , 


— 
mY 


0.” th =_— n =X 
he gay fe Iu7y 


[ 
£1 ; 
Ws 5 
4 ** 


wt wy 


"#4: 4 
Nergis,'« ob 
beller again the os if nmo 


nor dbfre fouldb ncay he thek 
the interruption. of ay "Aﬀurs, 2h. 
uſed rather, by the Members:hereef a 
beſt leaſure. - 1 ought not to have been 
here detatned , by the Warrant for my C; 

hither , then untill yaur next _ | 
bay Wer the D Date thereof , but fools aUe _ 
been'tran into the Cuſtody. of Jour > 
geant at ,who :t ſeems15 not willing ta 
troubled with me 5 And, indeed L caunge 
him, in regard 1am ſo poor, AT 9. 
to be'a burthen unto him without 
may be perhaps, hgnceforth ta bem nl 

now my Jaylor,” 1 was onge ve 
my Patron 3 
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—; of more 
; 1fh, unleſs 
God vip he hath hitherto DD, extraord{- 
ide for = ., reaſon of Pub- 
rn} AvierSael e not at haſure to 
"me ni ering it would be one Af 
| ," t0 commit me to the cuſtody of ſame 
Perſon (fu L's thing ne boring been ferebafere 
done)whois able tg lod I _ fem at his oxn 
' Charge. a? my parol mg t en 
Fen oben if auld e required, 1 7 
” uiolably keep my word; but, indeed I now 
P PS, _ where you will certainly find me GT bo F4 "Dal 
Y-« by detruered from hence 3 for, ſo God help me,as 
{ " Tyer know noe where 1 may then reft my head, 
Fe Et; oof,unleſs it be in a 


,of ſome ſuch place. Do,at God 
nes £m Fs this ts really the 


4 Friend and feruant, 
>, oe Geo. Wither, 
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VINDICATION: 
Humbly offered, 

To the Honourable Commons of England in, 


Parlignent Aﬀembled,in a pf ani 
+ witha Petition aunexed;byGeerge | " 


Priſoner in Newgate, under PR 
Lybelliog againtt the ſaid Commons. 
Ptoverbs 18, 13, | 


po nke jo b awarter before he lars it , 4 
nd fob math hows | | 


F = A -Liqge JP 
wo Hough I am numbred among Male. * * 
| fafors,and ſome think me(as. Ahab dids 


Elias) to be one of thofe who croubles” © 

Iſrael ; 1 have honeſtly . endeavoured ta; * © 

ſerve God and my Counuy,even inghoſe Rings, + © 
whick ate | ed Crumanal ; ad puts ly wi rY 
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Done by Kong ret 


| it hEaring , ſkur up ina Pri= 
ſon, ch of thoſe AA got Jax pk neceſ- 
ſaries which my Age and condition require ; I 


* thinkitmyduty whil&T have ſome Rrength lefe, 
to aſe the means I can,to preferve my. Life for 
his ſake who gave it ( though I have little cauſe 
to value the ſame for its own ſake confidence 
whatever hardſhip ſhall attend it , that he will 

it, no-mMore to _—__ on me, then he 
allgehderconduceable to his Honour,and make 
me able to bear. Our late Epidemical diftem- 
pers, have reduced me from a conſiderable Eſtate, 
to. be much leſs worth then netivng, and if thoſe 
bluſterings had hitherto continued which ruffled 
about me , before ,. and when thoſe Pers were 
ſeized, for which T am confined; doubtleſs, ow. 
> Flouds had ete this time overflowed my ſoul, 
+. or the fireamran ſoftrong againſt me, that it had 

-* * been impoſſible, T ſhould have landed a Remon- 

; france within your threſhold , with hope of ac- 

ceptation ; and what may be now dane I am un- 

certain ; nevertheleſs, ou, being again afſem- 
bled, whom I am ſu uppol ed to have Seandali 

* (and long time elapſed without Proſecution,fin 


your diſpleaſure (if you be 
| orquathy be ſo ace, thatT am Har d 
to offer my ſelf to your remembrance , and; to 
make my defence by this Addreſſe ; whereto, if 


with patience, iemay peradventure, ſave you the 
CXPERGS 


'the limit of my confinement hither by A 


you pleaſe to vouchſafe Audience,a few minutes | 


2 Sw pp en m =S5 ra; 


y ” 

longer in pleading, made , and 
great Lapyers Feed. I ſhall be hopeful alſo thae 
this will-come the more ſeaſonably to'move your 
| compaſſion, becauſe it comes ſo ſoon after your 
late Commemoration of the greateſt favour voucks 
ſafed by God to the Humane Natwre ;-and in;re« 
gard the deliverance of an /mosent out of Priſon, 
may be as allowable ata Chrift:an 'Feaftival , as 
Liberty was to a Murtherex at the Few Paſſe- 
over 


I am, and have alwayes been (however miſre- 
preſented) ſo true a lover of the Pwblick, Peaces 
that I was never deſignedly a&tive'in pulling 
down, or ſetting up atly Swupreanm Power , or des 
lighted in. defaming thoſe who are in Authority 1 
nor purpoſely falſe to any , though T have beert 
accidentally diflervicable to ſome ( when the aps 
4 pearances of Supremary were ſhared among thent 
who were a medly of true Friends, and Traytors 
to God;King andPeoplezand when many of the late 
Diſſenting Parties were in Profeſſion andAQtion (6 
fallacious in their words & deeds to each other,and 
to themſelves; as alſo ſo repu few knew 
in whom to confide ; and when wiſeller the: I, 
were guilty of many failings. For, kytwing that 
| all Power, exiſts by Gods Gyace or fow, I 
Rill ſubmitted conſcientiouſly to that" wag 
maſt viſible in being, 

| 


, 


» 


ſelf ; endeavouring ſych things or 
ng , 
done, pub purerrqgeery, try 
the Goverment, 'in Rightebuſheſs to 
and their welfare , for whoſe fakes Pawersy 2: 
Governments were firſt given and Ordaived : fos, 
(how mean ſoever their Places and Facwitiet are) 
al men are obliged to ferve in their Gamrations, 
with ſuch Talems as arc beftowed them, 
though they hall be Maligned and Pexſecuted for 
their laboux, In proſecuting this duty (though 
ters with much negligence & vanity) God 
ath now preſetved me about 5o. years in being 
2 Kenerwbranter to my ſelf and others, of ſuch 
things (after a Poetrcal mode) as I concerved per- 
tinent to ous Pablick, or Private Welfares : And 
Poefie ( though brought into contempt , by being 
made a Bawd to Pride or Luſt 3 for the moſt 


part rendred ſerviceable to the World,the Fleth | 


and the Devil) was generally priviledyed todare 
any my hr to deprefle Yice and advance 
Vertne, by plaiyor Enigmatical Expreſſions, ac« 
cording to this Sentence. Portrs, 

Quid libet audendi ſemper fuit,eſq; Poteſte. 

Which in effe&t may bear this Parapbraſe, 

Feet reproue 4n whons ſorre, 
The Poets Priviledgedwere, 

Yea, Divines, Poets, and Phuloſephers , have 
been that great Courſe! Table of the World, by 
whom-Pietie, Morality,and the Priviledges of the 
humane Nature have been preſerved ow i: 

me 
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ting 2 oy _—_ relating to =o | 
yas then rumagzed, touching the Deporcment of 


forme of their 7; &; od Tens deagte moeel | 


by the many murmucings, ſecretly. whiſpered, or 
openly deyulged by Common fame ;, to the beger- 


' ting or n—— of dangerous. Amwmoſities, 
lie 


tha ; and to- the infri ing 6f 
A exce; if rue ; Thoſe 4 "4, 


nd to expreſle in ſuch manzer as they.Were 
ſpoken , and wich ſuch 1nferences as were made 


.upon them by others , or naturally reſulted from 


thencin.my apprehenſion ; that, having fixed and 


| . made vihble by wards, thoſe Notions which flur- 


tered ro and £76 within me, I mjght the betterfee 


- what they amounted unto ; and make uſe of them 


dah goen yu es, 2s I found cauſe of. And, + 


— | _ whom LI perſonated a- 
| bly, and part, to ſpeak as plainly , as 
dly;, and as Maxiſerially, as I thought 1. be- 


came them ; becauſe, fearfu/ reprevers make fear- 
leſs effenders. Therefore, I conceiye that which-1 
&d,was neither a tranſgretfion againſt any Pofierue 
Lew, invenchment upon good wenners, nor abuſe 

of my Chriſtian or natural Freedom. 
bs almoſt finiſhed what I intended, I 
to offer it to F confideration of 0- 


ther 


i D,. 4 rn. _ 
” Oi aa? take 


(wh cb whther] ould! Sor nor; neither 
I my felf, hor ariy other man! certainly knowes)T 
reſolved (thar miſeontrcion might prevent- 
ed) to offer thoſe rumors which Thad: ColteRed, 
together with ſuch probable reſults as might ariſe 
from them , to the private view and Cenſure 6f 
ſome diſcreet and Honourable Perſons, who were 
favoured by the Kzng, that ,- if to them they ap- 
peared conſiderable , their prudence might 'diſ- 
pole of that compiſure as- they: thought fit: And 
the Earl of Clarenden,Lord Chancellor of England, 
f - (though to me a ſtranger ) being reputed of fo 
| much Honour and Integrity,that the King judges 
| him worthy to-be- intruſted with diſpenſing) his 
k {| Conſcience i the- chief Court of Equitie, 1 (fe- 
2 | | ſolving topreſentit to himt in writing as ſ{6on as 
Ji : finiſhed) had prepared an Epigram to his*Lord- 
* /Chip,which was inſerted in the firſt draught 6f the 
1 -faid Poem, and ſeized by a Doctor (wham;Ithink 
| -they call Maſter of the Faculties ) of What Fa- 
.  *e#hyI know not, "except it be a Facultyaf iPlas- 
dring. . Forgwithout any Legal Wartant to mie 
. * ſhown, he in 4 hoſtile, rather then'in a Legal civil 
_ manner, ranſacked my Chamber , Cloſlet' and 
w1 #F —Cheſts;tookaway goods belonging to othet men, 
"1 as well as minez carried away by a Porter,a large 
- Bagg-full of Books, written by ſeveral Authors, 
as alſo Papers, Letters , . Bills, Evidences, Arquit- 
tances,with whatſoever elſe he pleaſed, which are 
all till detained, ſave a very few, tomy d 

and other mens; ſome of them being of ſuchTon- 
ſequence, for ought I know, that they might have 
-padone me, if 1 had net been —— 

an 


| , 


4 


_ 


-, The laſt dravgh: of the ſaid-Poems, buving many 
Alterations and Additions, Which" made it differ 
the former, I ſed to make both _ 
ing my whole-mind, had it not 

prevented by that ſeizure. I added fikewiſe, a } ; 
Poſt-ſcripr to the ſaid Epigranm' of about four ax | |} 
fix lines ( as I remember) whereby I fignified to | 
the ſaid Earl; that foraſmuch,as in-confidence oh | 
his Nobleneſs, and Humanity, theſe Papers were 

to him privately communicated;, 4: 

and expeed(however they were by himreliſhed) 

- that no uſe ſhould he made of ..them to my diſad- 
vantage \ words to that effe&) which evidently 
implies that I had no Lybellows 13rention. The ſaid 
Dottor hath'perhaps ſo much candor, thatihe will 

-atre{ his ſeizure of theſaid Eprgram,' with the 

Caid Books , as alſo of - his then. taking ſpecial 

notice thereof ; butif-not,T can make forth/what 

T-affirm as well by a probable Demonſtration, as by : * 

other: Totswony it need bes « I was then 
in ſome things wantingito my ſelf,by thar ſudden 
ſurprizat* For, 1-wasſo much dittempered to-ſce 
my honeſt intention,liketly ro be-quitemade-woud, 
by taking away: evety'line-of whas Thad cot 
pofed,-that:I regarded not what might 'befalk ay 
Perſon thereby 5- and ſhould not Have 'been'fÞ 
calmedas'Inow am 4 and-then wis within afew 

- Minutes; bur that ſomething aflured my heart, 

-the loſs.of' thoſe” Papers in. that manner , would + 

| more advantages both to mezand towhac 

-God hath determined;-then if it had ſucceeded 
otherwiſe; and I have in A a Int” 


c 


in ſo ragged ahand-es- mine) that I was about Ax 
Months paſt eommirted to this Prifdy, as a Ly- 
beller againſt this Houſe of Compens: - Before 
which Commurment, 1 heard a line or two, of he 
ſail Pooxs repeated in +chat injurious manner ,' $0 
the Avtarny General (who (cemed to the {a pru- 
dent, not 16 regard the;officiouſnels 1n- 
”) as-made me percgive What was intended. 

his objeRting my words in that mode; without 

the qualifie<ons preceding, or ſubſequent; made 
them appeat like tne Devils quoring-0f- holy Sers- 
prove, or-like his abuſing the Sacred Text, who 
perry hr wy: op wer Lord, 
eaves out this Principal word, megiigerrly. 
[Thus do I ſeem to rr, aw res. Ha 
may apparent Meaning ; For, inthe Tule of that 
Faomcelled « Lybel , wherein the Ceninzer,. Cities, 
Con pate, reptchending their 
Previricating .T ruflees cnely , according to what 
ned ioeninably famed z there is a premiled Salve, 
preſerving the honour.of | the Pariament, and of 
every faithful individial Members thereof , from 
thoſe reproefs,and the (aid Salve Was not there vet- 
bally expeeſied onely, but likewiſe teally:intend- 
ed ;and Leffectually endeavoured throughout the 
whole Pare to excuſe them from what was miſ- 
tmanſadied by Swprize or ctheriſe, 48 allo by fo 
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cauſe, 


'.. The Parkawent, or this 


dalizcd by diſcovering of mees cauſual failings 
_— | _- 


ner, or of ſuch contingences as were 
not in- theis' Power to prevent : nor is ahy mats 
juitly to be blamed, for modeſtly raking notice 
of then , with anintemtion , to ſeek redreſs for 
what ria y mishappen thereby. If there be no ſuch 
Prevarccators among you, as it was defamed, no 
man.among you, 1s then reproved or concerned 
in that Poe, IF there be ſuch, they keeping 
there own Counſel, and, reforming there man= 
ners, may be as free from Scandal as they were 
before that Porn was written , though « ſhould 
be devulged ; and I think it would add to your 
Honour, 1f publiſhed with your allowance ; for: 


. the beſt way for men to prevent diſparagement 


by general 3, is to take no notice that 
more cbacein 7 


wor; + are ſoon forgot 77S 
And bu F ew, who thew not.” ; 

They bave exceeding crazie Credies , whoſe 
Repmation will be. crackt with ſuch touches ; and. 
I am rationally perſvaded , that they Who are 


_ ny 
ce map fa iy ſer br fb tl 
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| 
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manifeſt ,' that their own-Conſcrences 
lyable to thoſe reproofs, 


If we may not in genare! terms reprehend in-" 


diſcreet and vicious atings, in ſuch a mode, and 
with ſuch Ep:thites as tothem belong, I may well 
affirm Vices are more priviledged then Yertwes, 
and that Morality is in.hazzard to be brought to 
utter contempt, If we may not without laſs of 
Liberty , be. permitted within our own Private 
Cloſets,to ſet in order our \floctng thoughts , OCCa» 
fioned by what we ſee and hear, and putther in- 
to-words, that we may thereby the better confider 
what they amount unto, doubtleſs, we, have little 
Freedom.left us ; and I for my part (though I ſhall 
not whilk I live , defiſt from claiming the Privi- 
ledges due to the humane nature) will bearthe in- 
fringment of them with patience , and reſt con- 
tented with an ternal inlar germwent ; yea, h 
I know it is as 1njyrious to a free Engliſh man, to 
ſuffer uncondemned, as it was to Paul being a 
free Roman ; and I had rather be one of their 
number who ſuffer in that kind , then one of 
thoſe, who lives in fear of theix words and 
thoaghts , - who intend them all good, and nq 
harm, in Words, Deeds or Imagination, It was 
ted a dangerous time, and a Symptome of 

ſ wand ano both by the Jews hd Remaves 
(as their Hiſtories teſtifie) when” men were'made 
apital offenders for words, How ſad then ate thoſe 
times likely to be, wherein words well ixtended, 


yeaztending to the Gryeral Peace and welfare (if 
[A 
4 


rightly 


becavſe theyFhemſolver are wiſe + 2nd none wilt be: 
i ed, but whoſe impnt« 
mg; pu." they impnt«- 


do accnſe them, for having been ſomewhat juſtly * 
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and, 


phtly underſtood ) ſhall be Jitged Crimunal > 
when ſome who mis judged them, do know 
in their own Conſciencies, that ley expyeſs no- 
thing but what is true, fit to be offered to 
conſideration > T know it. to be a Priviledge 
claimed by this Howſe-to judge of the Crimes 
charged upon any Member thereof : Tf therefore, 
I had intended a charge in particular, againſt any 
one, or more of them, I would have \prought it 
hither, though I have learned, by dar bought 
experience, what hazzard I might have run. 

But, I having onely gathezed together, what 
the wind had ſcattered, with a purpoſe rather to 
make a Lemt:ve then a Coreſive, defigned to pre- 
ſent it to ſuch hands, as I thought fitreſk to make 
2 tion : For, perhaps (confidering®of what 

ngredients it confiſts) if I ſhould have preſented 
it to your Speaker, of to any other of your Mem. 
bers, he or they,mighe as juſtly have been ſuſpeR- 
ed my confederate, and an acceſſary Lybeller, as I 
noW am to be a Principal one, 

It may be objeted againſt what I have raiſed 
from Fame, that ſhe is a Lyer ; I confels it true, 
as well in her good as ev reports; and thatin 
theſe times , Fame bath been very injurious both 
wayes : I am therefare ſo Jealous of all ſhe blabr, 
eſpecially of what concerns mens Kepmrations, 
that 1 give not credit to any rumor without well 
conſidering the Circumſtances and Relgtors, before 
I receive it for truth ( unleſs a fit of that Lewity 
” F me, whereto moſt meh ze over prone 

as I am wary how far to believe it, 
likewiſe I am careful to make uſe of the Truth, 


Falſbord ot Probability —_ far foyth as 1 _- 


DF in 76 1 tha an "SHOES 
which 1 would nor another ſhould do to me, anc 
to render it as publickly advantagious aſſo'as I 
"may without Scandal to 1ndrvidual Perſons. 
"Therefote, though Vox Populi, is ſaid to be Yox 
1 "Dei, and Common Fame in ſome caſes, reputed 
| equivolent to a Proof, my reprehenfions are always 
; 4n General Terms,ot at leaſt of ſo large an extent, 

that particular offendors, are not thereby made 
diſcoverable ;. becauſe, Ihave veither warrant or 
purpoſe, to bring men to publick ſhame or perſonal 
puniſhment ; but to prevent it rather by giving 
Delinquents occaſion (0 to. take notice of their 
'own Prevarications in private , that they may 
eſcape both puniſhment and ſhame, If this were 
not my #rixciple, I might have mentioned many 
things in particular , not meanly reprovable, as 
well knowingly, as by Fame, Wheteof even Mens- 
bers of your Houſe are guilty ; and wich 1 might 
ſafely, and with a good Conſcience , have 
charged upon them, .if 1 had 'as plain proofs to 
evidence it to other mien, as I have to aſcertain 
it unto m7 /elf ;_ And, to affirm this, is neither 
blameable in me,nor Scandal to this Houſe : For, 
It is no diſhonous to any Society to have it affirm» 
ed,that ſome of them are corrupt or faulty, The 
ſoundeft Flock may have ſome rotten Sheep ; 
There is no nar#ral body without a blemiſh, nor 
any Politick, Body,or Civil Conſtitution Without de- 
f:&s. There was one Trajtor among thoſe 12. 
Apoſtles which,were choſen by Chriſt himſelf ; and 
if there be one faithful one among 12, of thoſe 
Prelates, who in theſe later Ages}, (as they are 
now- Elecet ) da claim'to be theiz Sacceſſors, 
; | _ many 
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ſ N\ 200d People. © deceiveg.. :” -v - 
Miracle if the. People had noc choſen ſoine to. fit 
here, who are not ſuch as they ought to ve. Though 
ou have an Elequent Tongue, an wndiſtemper 
ain, an intelligible common Senſe , if you have 
therewith ſorge Organs of the External Senſes 
maimed, and other members ey mane 
youx defaulF( which is not impoſhble) how can 
hes, help it P 8 ſhould the whole Body bs, - 
therefore blamed } I am not ignorant how tendet 
I ought te be of your Honour ; afid to let you 
know, how far I at from being a malirious proſe- 
y cutor of any mans Perſonal Crimey; Onze to me 
allied (who in that reſpeR craved my advice and 
iy | aſſiſtannce) brought.me a Paper containing the 
Y | cffe&of Articles ; By hith intended to be exhibi- 
ted againſt a Member of this Houſe , With confi- 
ae | dence and probabilities,of making unqueſtionable 
proof of the whole Charge ; which compiehended 
ſuch unmanly, unchriſhan , impudent, and Bar= 
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I barous miſdemeanonys in words and deeds,, that the 
ex | Crimes being proved (as think they might evi- 
x, | dentlyhave been) you could not have waved his | 
n. | expulſion with preſervation of your Honour z. yet 


he | for ſome gobd reaſons, I made a ſtop of that wn- 
"| tended Proſecution, an1 in hope to reclaim him, 
PI mmediately declared che whole 'mitter to an 
Honourable Earl , who. to my knowledge had | 
power over him , deſiring his endgayour to re- | 
ad | form him by his Authority and advice ; for which 
ſe | Co01lzry T had thanks returned, and heartily wiſh | 
the Gentleman may be ſo truely reclaimed , that 
+, | 0 further notice bz taken of what ispaſt,” to his 

{| diſhonour ; For,by my TI default noman yr 

| 2 


___ "Per! Iy- c *” Nu : OT Hon may % 
otherwiſe effeRed. K 

There is, without queſtion, in ſome degree, a 
| 005 of every Fame wholly , or in part, 
Whether good or evil, true or fe -and a diſcreet 
taking notice thereof, might be a means of refti- 
fying ſomewhat which is ot may be miſdone to 
provate, Or publick, detriment ; If thege were ſuch 

miſattings as Fame reports , no great offencean ” 
be juſtly taken by the repetition thereof in my 
Poem : For, a verbal mention of Prevarications, 
whether in general or particular terms,is the leaſt 
puniſhmenc due to Tranſgreſſots. If reproofs be 
wilpplyes to them who are not faulty, -ox Scan- 
dalouſly t6 them that are pailey, the miſapplyer, 
not the Writer is the Lybeller, To prove that 
which is wxitten to be a Lybel, all theſe foſlow- 

ing particulars muſt be concomitant : Fitft, ir 
Muſt be written and devulged with a maliciom 1n- 
tent, and the malice evidenced by ſome Cireum- 
flexces. Secondly, it muſt be ſo publiſhed, thar 
neither the Amthors name is expreſied, nor ought 
elſe, (rogge, may be diſcovered if reputed 
Scandalous, irdly, it muſt either Scandalize 

| th Perſons by Name , ot by ſuch marks, as can 
make it applyable to no other man ; or if it Scan- 
dilize Secieties, it muſt Scandalize them wholly ; 

for to ſay Tathe of them, did ſuch foolzſh or wc- 
ked ations, is nq Scandal to them who never did 
them. I mention no offexces, but ſuch. as are 
nown to have been committed by ſome z- for, 

to Write againſt that whereof I knew not any one 
to-have been guilty,were to teach men ew Surs by 
naming them,which perhaps ngver came into their 

| thoughts, 
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. Laws,juſtly conftituted;; and thei i 


one, but ſuch as many know others $0 have com 
mitted, and if they make a Scardalons applica- 
tion,be 1t at theit own pexil ; for it concerns not 
me.To be debarr'd from a general regroving of ſuch 
Enormities as are dayly found in Perſons and So-,, 
cieties, would be a paliating of T1wnſgreſſors,and an 
infringment of the Priviledges que to J»ftice, 
and the Moral Vertnes ; and therefore w all 
the Circumſtances afore mentioned concur in a 
reproef , to denominate it 4:Lybel, it muſt be in- 
ticely and openly produced alſo, to be judged of 
by thoſe whom it may concern, and not by freg+ 
ments : and then ſuch onely San 4 
ment thereupon, . who are Competent Fudges there= 
of, by being no parties z and who have taken every 
part of -it into conkideratiori : Far , it 'is-& Pre- 
rogative due to God onely ,, wh6.1s Juſkce + ſelfy 
to A {rea Ls a 
Prowiledge Uiu none elſe, except 7 mrawss ' 
becauſe 1 have oblereed , that, Juſt Kings ad | 


awful Tudicatories., judge none. i 
we 65d ur rg or ns but by funding. 
"M 


matters relating to t 

by the Common Law of this Nation , ought to by 
evidenced to the Conſciences of twelve. good aint 
Lawful men, as well as to the Judges, before the: 
party accuſed is Condemned to Ger, In this 
Ads ,; if I ſhall be found an offender, I with 
patiently ſubmit unto the Verdicty, be it tight'os 
WLong,: be ſorry for my offence, if 1 have com- 
mitted any; and make what other ſatisfaRtion I 
can, as I will alſo do, by whomſoever I ſhall be- 
convicted of a Crime , though I unended o__ 
| or, 


Lb 


Ine wy, it Sno hoon many %_-<.; T7rellc to 
Gidward, 1 wilt not'repine thaugh he ſhall de. 
Kver \tme' into the hands 6f Men, even of thoſe 
men 'who having been forgiven many Talents, 
all take me by the throat, and caft me into Pri- 
' on, who rreſpaſled againft them to the value of 
a few pence onely* 
Nevertheleſs, I think it will not misbecome 
| | me Gs , that I have been ſomewhat over ſe- 
! 


verely dealt withall, in'being upon a flight 
| viewof my es Papers unpubliſhed, accuſed 
| andcommurred, :withour hearing, to a deftruive 
| Imptiſonment, for but mentioning the Drunkyn- 
T1 ſe Debancheries, Foles, and other Exorbitancies 
| of thoſe, who have not been aſhamed ro a them, 
| '| as well openly by day in the 'fight of the whole 
Country,as by night, to the occaſioning of thany 
diſgraceful rumors, whereof I thought to have 
- -made ſome good uſe. And, but that preſumed 
 6h'the candor of this Hogſe, andhoped thar ſome 
is Novice: might have been improved for the ber- 
_ ver; fince their Ele; by fitting a white there, 
. *qpwell as'tnany have bee [erevaore made worſe 
by fitting there over /9ng, 1 had not brought: this 
Remenſtrance hither ; bur rather appealed to the 
King or Howſe'of Lode, as my proper Judges in 
this Cauſe;in regard none of them are Parrres, 
This Nation boaſts of their great Charter , and 


Z 


| of other petty ones : But, how enjoy we the: 


Prowiledges by them confirmed , when we are de- 
prived of our Liberties unheard , upon mifa 

prehenſions, or" the falſe accuſation of -beggarly 
and maliticious"informers, -to the inriching: of 
Goalers and Meſſengers, by unpoverithing _—— 
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Innocent met | 
bred and kept for nothing elſe, but te be worri 
for Doggs meat ? how can humane Socutty be pre- 
ſerved, or of what value are Grants of . Princes for 
themſelves, their Heirs and Succeſſors confirmed 
by Selemn Ingagements, Oaths,Hands & Seals ? 
| andwhat truſt is in them, if upon every ſlght Jea- 
loufie or Suggeſtion, they may be made void at the 
will and pleaſure of thoſe who are in Pawer , -as 
often as they find the vacating of them will be 
their advantage ? The Priwiledges which God and 
Natsre gave me,lI will exerciſe as leng,and as far 
forth as I can , Without asking any mans leave, 
and ſuffer patiently when I cannot ſhun it, with- 
out-making any account of that which hath no cer= 
tainty therein : For, how can I believe that they 
who will hinder me from enjoying what is given 
by Gods Charter,will let me long poſleſſe what I 
have by their Grants ? When the Warld permits 
me to poſleſle Liberty, or any other natural bene- 
fit or accommodations , which are in her Power to 
vive or take away, ſhe permits it, but becauſe, 
1t is moſt for her preſent advantage , not aut of 
 loveto Fuftice,or good will to we, And long ex- 
perience hath taught me, that where Power is CX- 
erciſed without Law or Conſcience , there fair 
Promiſes mingled with ſome Atis of Grace, are 
but baits to bring #ild Fowls to their decayes ; and 
ſleight performances in hand , greatyed by hopes 
raiied from Complemental favours , and de 
confirmed with hand and Seal,, are for the moſt 
parr, but devices to keep T awe Fowl: alwayes in 
readineſs, ag it were about the houſe, to {upply 
ſuch wants as may,accedenzally happen, It may 
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it is 
truſted him ; yet ſtill found enough'Wwho were en- 
duced to traft him : ſo, moſt merrin theſe dayes, 
though they have been often deceived, and pro- 
fefle they believe they ſhall tilt be deceived , by 
thoſe in whom they ſeem to confide, do never- 
theleſs a, as if the _—_— otherwiſe ; the 
manie reaſon whereof is , becauſe, they cozen 
themſelves : And whereas Oppreſſions proceeded 
heretofore from the Pride, Avarice and Ambitian 
of Princes, now they proceed from the Luxaric, 
Malice, greedineſs, and baſeneſs of the People 
turned Comrtiers ; Who under colour of a feigned 
Loyalty, rob K:ygs of their honour, with a thew 
of increafing their Power and Wealth ; of which 
they likewiſe cheat them, ,and by degrees cor- 
rupt their manners,and root out of them the Roy« 
al Vertzes to which they were naturally inclined, 
By ſuch boſome Tnaytors,if his Majefttes conſtancy 
and clemency had not been impregnable, his laſt 
Att of Grace and Indempnity, had ere this time (if 
I am not deceived) been made void ; as his En- 
pagements on the behalf of P«rchaſers have been, 

y a device, which picks our bones after our fleſh 
is torn away, inftead of what he graciouſly in- 
tended, Of this I am experimentally ſenfible ; 
for, I amnot onely deprived of my whole Pur- 
chaſes with their improvements at my coſt, with- 
out the allowance of one Foot of Land, or apen 
in money ; But the Prelate Who now pofſeſſe 
it, his T ennants, Officers, or their Agents, making 
riotous and: forcible entries into my Soles 
1n a Barbaroug manner,togk my rents due to _ 
, | wit 


1d of Many now,as it was of Severn "* whom F 
recorded, that he deceived man who }F 
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23 har Ce nat Was Foutec alſo; q 
| is Admiſſion; af" iÞ-it haF been” purpoſely 
| in» onrempt of the Kings Declaration any] lng age- 
wents tothe contrary ;" Who, by whatis obſerved 
in His Majeſties ftruglings to: moderate the vio- 
ſence of them who areinclinatro Rigor (and by 
what I have bzen informed of his generous re- 
ſpe&-t0 the Preſervation of His Royal word) 
it ſeems to/add much thereby td his Perſonat Ho. 


nout 4''and evidences, that he hath more true 


hinmanty, and Chriſtian Clementy, "then two thirds 
of thoſe , who hve fought to Honoutand advane 
tage him-by rheir ſeveriry 3 And if he\endesvour 
to'trengthen' thoſe vertues by: Gods! afliltance, 

who wHl never be wanting thereunts)until they 
ſhall bzromethabirnal , they will cure all bis In- 


firmities, and ever all his tins,though they were - 


multitudes. T am-as ſenſible as a man 'can be 
of what-I-do ſuffer ; I am as intelligible of what 
I may yet ſuffer, and know as well as moſt men, 
when any thing is iegally impoſed on 'me': bur 
am {6'prepared for whac may befall, that T 
fear ic nod, nor will currichly dire the ones that 
are flung at me, becauſe I know the flawgers ; nor 
will trouble my ſelf to rate every Doz that barks 
at me, nor complain frowardly of thoſe that ſets 


them on ; but, plead my innocencyWith a ſober . 


boldneſs ; declare truly my oppreſſions , and 
ſuſtain them patiently, in hope they will be ſhor- 
ted, amended or ended : For, things grow rips 
as well in dark nights, asin clear dayes, though 
few perceive it; and, that which men deſpiſe 
proves other while, more I to their _ 
| are, 


rough drags ye up 
a_ reſt of the Princes of 
Ul their Conre Pro 
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Jjrarl , told then 


t which was te, when ; 

s lt ied Lycs ;'and he was moreſafe in 
riſon With bread and water of afflition ; then 
they were by enjoying their Liberries, with 
plenty,and fortified with Armies to defend then 
from what he.preſaged : For, he is the: Protefier 
of all thoſe,' who ſtoutly and conſcientiouſly bf 
charge their duties ; who, hath faid by. Way: of 
threatning, Touch vot wine Anointed ones,  manther 
do barm to wy Prophets, Evexy*nue Chriftien is 
one of his Prophets, and in that. ſence 1 may ſay 
without Arrogance, I believe my ſelf to be one, 
though I am often ſo called in derifion ; Or,I am 
in ſtead of one , at leaſt, at thiseime to theſe 
Nations : and may ſay alſogthat bhave been ſcur- 
vily enough uſed, tobe one.of thoſe to-whom 
God vouchſafed an Aveirting with that Sparne in 
3 meaſure, ſamewhat mote then ordinary : For, 
what may -lezpeR to ſuffex-when I (hall; be con- 
viged of the Crime laid to my:charge , who am 


uncondemned eaſt into this diſprecefs/ Foyle, and" 


left ſo negleed of the world ,' as if 1 were nei- 
ther yorthy to he ecquitted or Condemned ? Here, 


/I conſume the laſt of my dayes in a poor lodging, 


without ſervant ar other attendant, during the 
Jong Winter nights , forced in my preſent fick- 
nels, to ariſe in cold and datkneſs, without con-+ 
venient accommodation, nigh half an ſcare times 
within a few hours, to dishurthen Nature ;; 1 am 
put to More expence in ane. day , thenall chat 


; amounts unto which I have in certain for ſubfi- 


ance 


wſecuted by Abeb, } 
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unkeſs they pay likewiſe weekly for one meala /' 
day; cs extraordinary in other ne» * 
aries, ſo much as provided me competent ; 

meat and drink five weeks, one week with ano- | 4 
ther, before I came hither; which -pittance did / +\ 
preſerve me in good health without having an 
other addition, co the value of a penny ; and 
would to God there were not many at this time | 
more oppreſſed then I am in this kind, Thar 
expence was defrayed , alſo by Charity, which 
made me then fo frugall , leſt there might be a 
failing thereof, as there hath been lately of whar 
was ——_—_ in hithex : peri, by reaſon 
my offence being agravated ſo much,thar I being Y 
numbred and made a Companion of Thieves 
Martherers without an Eerenice,it hath rend.. 
red ſome of my Friends afraid ro'vifit me; and 
for that, ſonie other of thetn are ſo impovetiſhed 
thar they are diſabled, uf 

I _ have added no more, bur conſfideting, 
With what Matyueny ſome giddy Cenſurers have 
objeſted againft me, :the harſheſt paſſages inmy _-- 
Paem, without their Qualifications as aforeſaid, ** 
I cannot bur be ſenhble of that influence ir tnay 
have upen thoſe hearers, who ſhall never ſee the 
ſaid Pow in its - dreſs , and perfeRed as T 


Woes 
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intended. I will therefore make bold to put your 
Honouts in mind, that I hall conceive my ſelf 
D A mugh 


. 


] 


much \chinjuied, if any {rake of 1% HWhH 
_ -n.his Publick Capacity j paſs a- Vo! _ ne 
porn; 1 Av re 1s ſuppoſed a Zybel, : 
-uncil he 

;6r;1f he ſhall chargeupon me as my Ad,: either}. - 
.of thoſe :mperf eft dranghts thereof, which were} 
MKized in my Chamber , until I deliver ir forth 


firſtperuſe, or hear it wholly readi; 


compleated according to my purpoſe ; in regard, 
till chen they are neither -wne , nor ought.ſobe 


reputed. 'I-will once .againalſo ; put you inre- F 
'membrance, that it 1s but the Commun Fameyith 


ſome Inferexces' thereupon , which I would have 
exprefled ; and which therefore , if offencive, 
ought to be: charged upon the People, not - a> 
me, who did but Eccho to what they ſpake, This 
being canſidered, and that I onely wrote in Pri- 
vate to a good end , what I had heard and partly 
knew (yea, and what ſome of you likewiſe and 
many Thouſands know to be true) I cannot juſtly 


be termed a Zybeler,or that Poem a Lybel. Though 


he who ſeized my Papers (and is or Was, as I am 
informed the Maſter Newer Carpemer, that clips 
out unto us the Weekly Intelligences ) hath alteady 
deemed me (as I hear alſo) to the Gallowes, and 
intends to endeavour what he can to prefer me 
zhither, by publiſhing my late Poems in ſragwents, 
with his Azimadverſions thereupon 3 I ſhall 
have no cauſe to be diſpleaſed thereat, if I may 
have Liberty to anſwer him in Publick, and be al- 
lowed alfo a true Copy of 'the ſaid Poem. 
Habitnal witionſneſs , hath ſo corrupted moſt 
men, and made them ſo (laviſh that they. dare 
not ſpeak of, or to, their own /dohzed Creatnrer, 
but with Epethites and Attributes due to their 


Creator ; 
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mne$ holy Text; tbr hear things exp 

| - ace, or-called by their -proper- names.2 and thac | 
makes -my' Poews ſo diltaſiful to ſome Readers, @ © 
- This (laviſhneſs hath alſo partly occafhoned , and | 
_ thoſe whom -you call Quakyrs (who do ir 
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a Spititual impulſe, and'noc out of £carmal 
affeation to fingularity)to negleR and condemn 
the Complements, Language, DialeR and man- 
ners of theſe times, Some of my Predantical 
Cenſwres without yout doors (who know not what 
free Language is allowable to the Muſes in repre- 
hending Vice) being more offended with hoveff 
words and wholſome Trahs, though ſoberly ( 1f 
plainly and boldly ) fpoken-, then with wcked 
deeds ; ſeem to think it little leſs then Blaſphemy, 
to afhim, their are or may be Fools, twprudent raſh, 
»nconfiderateor debanched Perſons admirred into the 
Houſe of Commons ; Nevertheleſs, you may per- 
ceive by what I have already expreſſed, -that I 
know it to be poſſible, and why thould I not be- 
keve itſoto be ? when, was itotherwiſe ? what 
wiſe wen among you have not ſo found ir to their 
vexation and trouble 2 or how, could you be a 
true Repreſentatrve of the People, if there were * 
not* ſuch among you ? confidering,what for the 
moſt part, they are, how faious, how fioward, 
how malicious, and how troubleſome they have 
6ften been to themſelves, and to your ſober pro- 
ceedings ? when I find Dawes and Doves together . ®; 
in one Dove-hox{e, flying dayly'in and. out toge= 
ther, I may polſhbly forbear to ſpeak of it ; bur, 
if my Life ſhould he upon it, I cannot chuſe bur 
think and believe the Dares are Danes, whoſo. 
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Amble, or fall into a falſe Gallop 
harp nd more on this ſtring, for it is' harſh in 
mine own ears (God fave them)and you are wiſe 


enough to apprehend whar is confiderable with- 


out more words, Fools are aftaid of their own 
ſhadowes, and had rather be flattered into de- 
RruRion by falſe repreſentations, then to be de- 
livered by plain pgs " Trath will neverthe- 
leſs*prevail at laſt in —_—_—_ py, and 
falſhood ; God, hath ſent his Harbengers, and 
will come ere long to put an end to the Delufions 
and Confuſfions which our incredulity,prophtiane- 
neſs and Apoſtacies have occaſioned to abound ; 
yea,even thar great Myſtery 7of Inigutty, which be- 
vins to ſprout afreſh, and which hath lately p- 
peared in many Shapes , ripens every day (6 falt, 
that it will ſhortly be rotten ; and I believe (as 
old as I am) I ſhould live to ſee the fall of it, if 
I might ſurvive but till the Age whereto ſome it 
this Generation have attained : Gods will be 
done, for though I die before that time , I ſhall 
and up in my Let, to behold the effefts of it. 
Cone Lord Teſnus, come quack!y. ; 

I have now done with what I primarily intend- 
ed by this Remonſtrance, purpotng at firſt to con- 
clude with Petitzeming ſornewhat for my ſelf , re- 
+ laring tomy preſent outward Condition ; But, as 
my caſe, and the times ate, I neither know what 
will be moſt advantagious, not what is likely - 
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nk the Pigeons are not true Pigrons,becauſe F 

their are Dawes among them : I have been ſo uſed 
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lutely, at this preſent, as relating meerly tom 
ſelf ; for aq-bad as it ſeems to fare with me, 
dare nat ask for apy thing abſolutely, | but what I 
am warranted ſolely to pray for; becauſe I 
know not what God bath preordained as beſt for 
me, and moſt rending. to his Glory z and leſt I 
may Petition my ſelf que of the Frye Pan ints 
the Fire -- .. tv; bu 
Ixcidet in Scilanqui vilt vitare Charibdins,” 
Charibdis when I ſhus ©.” Ny 
I aw on Scilla run, * | 
That, which threatens the worlt things, may 
produce the beft ; that , which es ohet 
ieems moſt defirable, may be molt harmful ; and; 
offuredly it will ſo prove, if I ſhould abſolutely 
defire it, eſpecially, in theſe times of < 
wherein all Perſons and thuagrre coming to.the 
IP: I am for my fins juitly deprived of my 
le Eſtate, and well nigh of all outward come 
forts and conveniences (except ſuch ag God ſends 
in =p a new om) A petheph, I wm 7 69 
ved of them for m oxely, but £ 
being thereby freed from thoſe worldly in L 
ments, Which made me too appt def | 
and Perſonal Increfts, I might by the lol of ns 
| 
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Men ; as -mot commonly they do with:more 
courage; Who have but their Livez toTdſe ;* then 


when they have alſo great [iveliboods tohazzard'y 
and it- may be , that. they who -rejofceHn their' 


our enjoyments of ſuch things a# T have loſt, 


& poſleſs'them but to help ripen thetti i9t6-a fn-. 


ul 1e9penitency. It may be likewiſe,I havinzexpreſ- 
or ſick Princeples, 6 Reſolutions as the Word 
thinks no man truely-owns, it19. neceſſary for 
the ſake of Many men , 'that_ I -and ſome. other 
ſhould in this Hypocreical-annd Apoffatizang Gene- 
ration be proved by Swfaings, whether ve ate 


true Profeſſors or Impoſtors ;" And if I ſhall be Am- 


bitious of any honour in this Woxld , it: will be 
to be Honoured with ſuch a Prebat 10x ;-all-other 
Temporary Honours appearing to me in compari- 
ſon thereof, leſs Honourable then that of the 
late Prence Le Grange ; which is not- altogether 
ſo empty a, vanity as it is reputed by ſome ſober 
men; becauſe, poſſibly, that Scam of Boy- 
games {commonly called Chriſtmas Gambolls) was 
permitted(though not ſo intended by the Aftors) 
to be a ſign to_this Generation, and to all who ſaw 
them, that the moſt ſubſtantial Titular Honor, 
Gloriesand Pleaſnres, of this World, Will 'be very 
ſhore, and when paſt away, leave them -who 
affeQtonartely embraced thoſe Clouds, poorer and 
leſs honourable then they were before ; if not 
more miſerable, All Subcceleſtial things are 
vanity, and-I am ſo far from doating on Tem- 
pogary Honours , that I ſhould little value that 
precious Fewell, a Good Name among men , if it 
conduced not more to the Honour of Gad,: pd 
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 - hadrather be a George on Foot, (tiled y Georos 
Wither , without any go ens ſhare 
in the Hohour of thoſe, concerning whom It was  * 
aid, To you it i grven to belirve and offer - then | 
to'be a George on horſback,, honoured among thoſe x 
Grandees, uiually Piftured riding; as it were Try- - S 


ot 


. 


umphanrty on princing Steeds , with Gault Ty 
Ricks in theit ends, and the Title of Eaetng 
or ſuch like written under them. b 
I have now little or no Portion in the Worldg” Nos 
but my Life, andif I ſhould ask to be delivered \ 
/ out of this Fayle , my Ingagements may bring me Na 
next day into another : For, I haye no ſubfiftance  /* 
bur their Charity , whoſe faces, or names for the _) 3 
moſt part, I know not ; and ſhould God cauſe 14/3 
them totally ro withdraw it (which I am confident "\{ 
he will not, untill he provides for me another "q 
way) I ſhall ſoon be out of every mans Power : : 
God hath been pleaſed here to prove me, as well 2 
by Sickneſs, as by Poverty and Impriſonment ; iti þ 
ſs much, that one Twelve-hours more of ſuch Cot- - 
poral tortures as I have ſuſtained for ſame few W - 
- dayes, would totally end all my ſufferings ; and ./ }« 5 
I am perſwaded God (whoſe mind I defire in alf o 
things to ſearch out ſo far forth as lawfully I may) 
hath lately given that ſharp touchy a Y to ; 
- make me confider how much mote dreadful it * 
| would be to fall into his hands, then into the 
hands of Men , who cannot poſhbly inflit 2 
; greater Torment ; and, that, if bodily pains may 
» be fo extream, how inſufferable it would be-if 
I ſhoutd Fall into the diſtempers of a'wownded arid 
, | E deſpairing 
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Pury. = Bur coprevent it,” and furnith menwith - 
inducements to conſtancyin his ſervice, 'he-hath 
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in that, as in.all other ſtraits, given'me earneſt 


both of his making ifſues our of all my Tryels and 
Temptations, and of preſerving me ſafe and pati 4 


ent whil{tthey continue. When I had nor Goods, 


* Hor Lands, nor Hoaſe lefc me wherein-to'reſt my 


head, nor any certain place wherein my diſtrefl:d 
Relations might have harbor; yea, when the ad- 


. dition of Reflraint to Poverty in this diſgraceful | 
Priſon, had made my Children an objec of ſcorn 


and contempt ; even then, Gods merciful Provi- 
dence provided for them, to the wonderment and 
rejoycing of my Friends, by giving them in mar- 
riage, Without Portions,to Perſons of conſiderable 
Eſtates and good Reputation ; and made-it the 
more conſiderable , in xegard they whoſe natural 
affections and morral Compaihon, he inclined 
thereunto , were never in their Judgements , or 
Intereſts united to that party wich»-whom 1 was 
formerly ingaged : But he who makes men of one 
wind in a houſe , hath niade nevertheleſs luch a 
loving and conſcientious harmony, in their man- 
ners/and affettions, relating to a Chriſtian wel-be- 
ang, that I hope ic may be a ſign of a mare general 
compoſure -of differences throughout the whole 
Nation ; and heartily pray it may beſo ; how- 
foever, by thelt and ſuch Pledges and Evidences 
of Gods Loye, my Faith in the mean time, may 


be preſerved from tailing, if I muſt paſs through ? 


greater Trya!s, 


Thoſe are poſſible enough t6 happen in divers. 


the } 
is | 


reſpets ; For, 1 hear that Stigmatizing, a. 
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| leſs hardſhip with much! courage ; I have 
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wittrrhe-tofx"6F"my Life, I will neither make 


Petition nor Friends” to"xv6idit, by any orher' 


af .means bit this Apology ; For, I deſerve no ſuch? 


putiiſhmetits by Law, and if I undergo them with- 
out deſert , it hath been the Lor of better men,' 
and Gods Will be done , who will enable me't& 
bear what he permits to befall me. Some,own= 
ing worſe Principles then I do, have ſuffered to 


- 


known a man in my time., to loſe his Ear” 


to be Stigmatized, Baniſhed, brought home 
again by Thouſands as it were in Triumph; 
Choſen to be a Member of the H:gheſt Comet! 
then being; and yet to have leſs honour in'his 
Exaltation , then he had in his Safferings ; -S1e 
tranſet gloria mund; : Thus the Honours, Ditgraces, 
Bubbles,and Troubles'of this Life , pals and re- 
paſs'into that which is contrary to themſelves 
and with me, all ſuch things will ſo quickly comz 
toan end, that I think them not worthy my cate, 
Itis poſſible, that T may ſhortly be'caſt 'imrothe* 
Dungeon, ten times worſe accommodatedrhen'at 


Wreſent, There, I may be viſited alſo with bodi- 


y diſtempers, no leſs unſufferable then thoſe&&T 
lately felt, and be tefr quice deſtitute of thoſe 
ſupplies and means of eaſement, which were thert 
vouchlafed ; for there is already a failin 
of that Contribution which I fqrmetly had, an 


F it may be much Teſs, iti regard 1t came not 
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by, 


whoſe Cotimon Prifor 1 4 confined; nor from! 
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(that I Know of.) from the hands” or CHaFIry of 
the Lord Mayors, Sheriffes or Aldermen, Within 
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y (or for the-moſt part) whoſe Char 


nofmil-informed) whoſe cettain livelihoods are 


- /, ſcarce ſufficient toxelieve.their own wants and 
their neceſſities, of whom they ſeem to be more" 


obliged-to take care then of mine ; and as their 
Number and Eſates decreaſe by Death or Oppreſ- 
fions ; 40 in'probability muſt my relief diminiſh : 
But it may partly be abſruRed by a worſe means, 


in-zegard(if I am not much deceived)there be yer + 


ſome countexfeitProfeflors of Pyety, who having 
gained repute and profitable imployments here- 
tofore, by their formal complying with ſuch as 
are fincerely Religious, do for ſelf ends private- 
| a pee and diſparage their Brethren who are in 
tion, to the abating of that Charity, whereb 
theywere comforted : this way, I probably ſuſpes 
- T may ſuffer by ſome,who infinuate that I have not 
deale ſo candedly as I ought to have done with 
- them; whereas they abounding in their own 
ſence, have not only been unteaſonable in their 
demands and expeQations,, - bur palpably .in- 
jurious-alſo unto me and mine : Bur 


Eſſential reputation depends on what is really.ing 
7 aa ,-not on other mens Tongues ; and theſe 3 


qurers of Widowes houſes, under the colour 

of long Prayers," have alwayes been as much my 
Enemies and Traducers, as they who ate openly 
- prophane ; of -which two ſorts there are ſo many 
who make it their work to aſperſe me,upon the ac- 
count of envy, malice, or ſelf intreft, thac I cap- 
not: long eſcape their Evil Tongues ; ar ye i 
hapsI may now luffer in the opinion of this wes 
Y 


their Abilities, and from foch if | am 
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1 - But I being Experimentally po. per 00-6 
Gods diſpenſations as to giving, taking may ; 
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do find-thetr may be as juſt. cauſe at this time, 


” of taking away as of giving (lealt my corrgpt- Na- 


ture being prone enough thereto) I might More 


depend upon my own ſtrength, of u 
gifts, or upon.thoſe by whom he ſen hem,then 


upon him from whom they came, God Alſnfs * 


ficient by adding and withdrawing, keeps me both 
from diſparr, aye preſumption, 1 find moreover, 
that not onely the ſeizure of my Papers, hath ad» 
vanced my Primary intention , but that every 
hardſhip alſo which.hath hapned thereupon tomy 
Perſon, hath advantaged me ; For , I who was 
heretofore ſerved with nigh twenty ſexvants in 
houſhold at once , can now ſerve many hard Ma- 
ſters, avd my ſelf roo, with more contentment 
then in thoſe dayes. I haye by /oofing, gained 
ſomewhat towaxgd my ſupport ; found ſomewhat 
which lay hid wahin me, to make, a mends for 
what is defeQtive without we, and can do many 
things for my ſelf, which 1 never did heretofore; 
mend my Cloaths , make my Bed, my Sea-coal 
Fires, & ſweep myChamber,as well as any ſeryant 
in the Jayle, and make the doing of theſe things 
a pleahng recreation. I may poſſibly be detained 
in Priſon until I gar ina lowhe Bed, or 

the bare ground, 


fend me from the cold Aur ; whereas, if I ſhould 
Petition to-be delivered hence , and obtain m 
requeſt, without being ſome way provided for, 


t whilſt 1 am here I hall Rill _ 
bave the #alls and roofs of a Priſon to de-" 


know 
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have here 


inzegard, my ſon in'whoſe Chamber at the Tem 


ple Thad harbor, till I was from thence commit. 


ted;,was lately conſtrained to ell it t6 diſcharge a 
debt of mine,for which he ſtood ingaged; and this 


being "conſidered. with many other things con-" 


fiderable, 1 know not what to ask of you for my 
ſelf.Excuſ@his Yerboſity; For,ofd men/eſpecially 
when" opprefied) are full of words'; Loſers alſo 
(as our Proveib ſaith) may be allowed to ſpeak ; 
'and though much of what I expzeſſe may ſeem 
umpertinent both to my Vindication, and t6 yoit, 
yet for many reſpects ie will he pertinent to me, 
and to many more, when you have laid them afide 
(orſhall negle& them)even to many of the Com- 
mon People who are both your Servants and Ma- 
fters. For, I have not ſcribled all this, and inlarg- 
edit with many Collateral Expreſſions, ſo mrch 
to Vindicate my ſelf, as in hope my Experiments 
in this ſuffering, may be of comfortable uſe now 
or hereafter,to ſome of thoſe whom you repreſent. 
' And,in truth,my Apollogizing for my rediouſneſs 
now I feriouſly heed it, 1s bur a needleſs and im- 
. pertinent mannerlineſs, according to the Common 
mode; for,it cannot be juſtly expected, that to the 
interrupting” of Paublick, affairs, a diſcourſe of 
this length thould be read in your Houſe ; nor had 
I any ſuch hope, though I directed it to the whole 
Hoaſe,toantreſt every individual Member thereof 
inmy Caxſe;when his will and leaſure ſhall there- 
to incline. him ; well knowing, that were it /onger, 
or ſhorter, it+ will be totally peruſed by ſome 
of you , out of a Conſcientious regard of my 
ſuſfer= 
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'F by- others, for their information touching thoſe. 
matters which may be thereby diſcovered relating 
'to themſelves, or the Pablick.; and, perhapsgby 
' more then a few with a defire to find -our ſomway” * 

what therein, Which may give them occaſion t> 
'. | addto my affliction. 

But,I may treſpaſs againſt your patience moxe 
through nay tediouſneſs , in ſomewhat that T have 
yet to ſay, by accahon of that Publick, Humlia- 
tion Waich is injoyned by his Ma jefties Proclemu- 
2:0n; the fincere Solemnization whereof, will be. 
another incitement to Juſtice and Mercy, in re _ 
eard that which is moſt Effential to.ſuch Dutigs, , 
1s Relieving the Oppreſſed, the Widow, the Father- 
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leſs, and lecting the Priſoners go free, nextunto 

thoſe Offices which are to be performed'ummediat- 
| .y to God, It hath ſuddenly Surprized me, and 
though it ſeem not to belong to my matter in 
hand, it will be of ſuch concernment, that 1 
cannot forbear in'this place to inſert it; know- 
ins, it pertinent to this Generation, and my work, 
therein ; which being almoſt at an end, 1 will 
upon the ſaid occaſion, leave with you Whoare 
the Repreſentative of this Nation, ſome hints and 
Caxtions, fit to be taken into conſideration by you 
and them,at this time,in reſpe& of that ſaid Paub- 
lick Humiliation; Therefore that my words may ap- + | 
pear'to be worthy of ſo much regard, at lealt, as 
thoſe which were ſpoken to Baalams by his beaſt, I 
pray be pleaſed, though I ſeem a Phannatick,, to {[* . 
take notice that above a hundred of my'Preſages 7 
and Preconjettures heretofore publiſhed, & tending \ _ *; 
to the Common welfare (duting the ſeveral changes 
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In patticulars toitching the pre 
Park Hamihations and 


Plagnes werefificteaſed, from which we de- 
fired to be delivered,or other Tudgements brought 


__ us.It was too evident that for the moſt parr, 
etemwvis more Polrcy then Piety , in the Cele- 


| bracion of Pablick Faſts and Thaxk /; grommgs here - 


tofore ; the firſt, being perhaps to delude People 


by 2 ſhew of Holineſs to make them the more 
milling << contribute ſupplies and affiſtance to / 


their 2 fg: and the latter to incourage their 
Friends, diſhearten their Enemes , or to Magni- 
fie their own Yidtories and Prevailmgs,rather them 


' to #lonifie God; And the /ean Calves of their 


Lips, which they then offered, were far inferiour 
to the Hecatombs and magnificent Sacrifices of 
the Genles in preceding Ages. Olver Crumwell, 
about, or little before the begining of his laſt 


: Pray a day of Humiliation to be $0. 


nized,with a pretence to ſeek God for the re- 
Moyat of 4 great Mortelity then raging,as he pre- 
teriate ; within a Month after that, he injoyned a 
Pablith. Thank(groing , With a pretence to glori- 
fie God for his two moſt Signal Viltories, at which 
tines,1 prepared and made bold topreſent to his 


own hands, Hinmes,to remember him of ſuch Caw-/ 


|: 


v. 


Pons ahd Duties as I feared he might neglet, 
peradveriture not without cauſe ; For, no effects 
followed afiſwerable to thoſe Piow pretendings ; 
afid on the vety day Twelve Month next follow- 
ing his day of Humiliatron to take away Sickpeſs; 


% 


A 


verified; 
mati- 
b- 
Hypocnhie, 


| 


: ; 
þ 
” b 


: 


T - $a 4 ' 


F.; 800, 59 FRLISY 35.» 2. WT OY 5 WW. TH 


he himſelf fickned to engl Gros "Few. 
weeks after thar,even upon the ſame day Twelve 
Moneth alſo, which he ſet a part for a Publick, 
Thanksgiving , he died of the afareſaid Sjckneſ;; 
which I take the more notice of, becauſe, I 

at the concluſion of the laſt Addreſſe, which IL 


\ prepared for the ſaid two Solemn dajes,theſe few 


lines ; | 
Sir, Thave now perform'd my true endeavour, 
If, nothing ut prevasls ; Farewell for ever: 
For, you, or I,or both, ſhall be ere long, 
Where, you can do no right, nor I takg wrYoug. 


God give a better ſuccefs to our Devotions, then 
in dayes paſt ; but I do yet ſee very ſmall appear- 
ances thereof, for, the beſt S7gn at preſent that 
God will at laſt dehver us from the Judgement 
now lying upon us, and avert thoſe which we fear, 
is this ; that he removes them not before we truly 
| repext : I hear we have the ſame Anmoſſitier,and 
the ſame Avengefwl ſpirits among ug : I hear,the 
cryes of the Widow, Fatherleſs and oppreſled,are 
as loud and. lamentable as ever ; That Priſons 
are ill as full , not onely of miſerable decayed 
Debtors, but, alſo crammed up as it were, to the 
deftrugion of many mens lives,or healths, with 
Perſons whe ſuffer meerly upon the groundleſs 
Jelouſies, and pretended Suſpitions of malicious 
I informers ; and few take their Oppreſſions and 
| Rarving condition into conſideration, Poverty 
4 by Oppreſſions, and new Oppreſſions by Poverty,are 
J d:come ſo Epedinucal and Umwverſal, that no 
4 Hiſtory can ſhew us that there ever were in the 
1} ſame Land (where no wa then rage) ſo many 

thous 


on 


ind df the taxte Neathr. tine beg 
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t, Brethtex tid Kinſmen ; or where there 7 
# fo necefitons a rime,fo mach-Zuxur Pride ind 
exceſſive bravery if 4pparrel. Ant! the ednfede- 
rates of the. Mar of $2, do foenderyour atfo ro 
x00t out their oppoſers , by whom the Peace of God 
ſhould be preterved among us ; and have 19 in- 
creaſed Proplyumeſe , | Imprety 4- and Smperſiition, 
that, though Many now thitk thts Netoow in 2 hap- 
py Etate,and near to 4 Glorious Efteb/rforoent 1n 
their Mode ; the World ſeems unto me , rather 
meh to ſuch a Tudgement as Noahs Flood ; of,theſe 
Nations, by thetr paralelling them in their fins,not 
ro be fit from ſom2what reſembling that which 
fell to Sadom' and Gomorrah, unileſs God ſhall } 
prevent it,for the ſake of his Elet?, Y 
; _ Give me leave therefore (who ſhall probably | '9 
| fievet hereafter be troublelome again in this kine) 
fo declare freely and fully what I believe God | Y 
declares unto my heart, by bringing an Exemplary 
hp Song of his ro my remembrance , recorded | 1 
It the 2x, Chapter of the ſecond Book of Sammel, | £0 
Which I am hopeful may oppetate ſomewhat, be. | 74 
itig well confidered, toward the afſwaging of that | &# 
bood-thirflineſs, and toward purgin2 away that | 25 
bloo#-guiltineſs, which lies yet upon us ; For, not- hy 
withſtanding the 6/ood already ſhed, I do perceive 
that riot onely many men, who ate no wayes 1n 
their particular Perfons os Intteſt, dammihed by 
thoſe who ate queſtioned for ſhedding food, have | 19% 
a1 nniquenchable thirſt after more blood ; but, | 2 
that Women alſo, who are naturally tender hear- tia 
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Death of others were halt the Life of thei Souls; 
and 45.if they bad neves heard, who:hach given ig 
forth go be the Mark, of #horih Women , to hung 
after the pregious hives of men. I beard Gn 

this Text came into my thought, that you ha 

a Sermon Preached before. you, upon: tbe ſamg 

paxſel of :Scrigywre , on the late day of Humlia- 

tzox ; but I have not yet ſeen ut, nor beard 
what Applicatian'ar We he hath mage. thereof 
whea you have heacd,me4try the Spuits by. whic 

we are guided ; for,l will declare my ſelf unparti- 
ally without teſpeR;of Perſons, according to.that 

Light within me, which beameth from the Lighe 

Eternal. 

In the dayes of David,there was a Famine three 
years throughout the Land ; whereupon, be en- 
quiting of God the cauſe of that Plague, received 
anſwer,that it was for Saul and his blaedy houſe, 
Who had ſlain the Gibrameres, a remnant of the 
Amorites, unto whom the Children of 1ſracl had 
ſivornzyet;(as it is added in the Text) Sax thought 
to (lay them, out of a Zeal to thechuldren of fo 
rael and Fudab. From this Record, and the Cir 
cumflaxces, I do undoubtedly collect, that Famine 
is 2 Zudgement, proper tothe avenging of wnlaw- 

wl Bloodſhed ; and in reaton it '{q appears to be x. 
or as Blood is the Life of men , ſo the Fruuts of 
the Earth aze the Life and preſervation of bumane 

Blaed.; and therefore juſtly taken. away fron 

thoſe, who ate guilty of that Sin. . A Famine is 

how begun among us, likely to incteaſe and con- 


| tinue; unleſs we make our Attonement and Peace 


KF x With 


veep th 
4 \ 


with God; which the King raking into conſiders- * 
tion, according to the Duty of tis Place, triftly 
commanded all his People to ſeek unto Almighty 
God for pardon of our fins, by a General and un- 
pes Humiliation ; whetein he Chriſtianly Pro- 
feſled , that he and his whole Family ſhould ſo 
joyn , that we might altogether as one man hum- 
le our ſelves in tis preſence, in hope our De- 
votions might be accepted ; and,I ſhall be glad if 
it hath been ſo performed, leſt elſe, it ſo provoke 
God, that inſtzad of removing and preventing a 
deſtructive Dearth, it bring upon us, all his three 
grew Tow at once, doubled; even Wars, Peſti- 
ence, and Famnes, both Spiritual and Temporal. 
Let us take heed of it; And fince Bloodſhed is 
the principal crime , for which the Judgement al- 
ready begun is feared will increaſe, and for the 
expiation whereof ſome ſatisfation muſt be 
made, to witneſs the truth of our Repentance, 
(though ir be not in our Power to make ſatis- 
faction for the leaft Tranſgreſfion ) let us all 
be ſo cautious to ſearch into the whole matter, 
and to find out every Circumſtance of our Dwtzes; 
that we add not S:n to Sin, blood to Blood, and ſup- 
ſe we do well, when we have done more wic- 
edly,by an hypocritital miſappli cation;or an ig- 
norant ſearch,Or, leaſt-in place of true Chriſtian 
Oblations , we offer up the abominations of the 
Heathen , 'who ſacrificed the Imnocent Children 
of their Enemies, to appeaſe the Ghoſts of their 
flaughtered Princes - or,do like them,who offered 
the Fruits of their Body to Molech, for the fins of 
their Sowls ; Or,leſt we think,as many have done, 
we do God or our Coumry good ſervice, o_ we 
ave 


have” oppreſſed, or ſlain, or baniſhed, thoſe who 


worſhip him not as we do z- even thoſe, for whoſe 
ſakes we are hitherto preſerved, by hit; in whoſe 
fight the Blood of the meaneſt of his Saints, is 
more precious then the Blood of the greateſt King, 
who hath not aſwell a Santſhip as Kingſhep. 
* For the Expiation therefore of our Blood=guilt;- 
xeſt, ſo far forth as it will be requirable to reftifie 
the ſincerity of our Contriton and Repentance |, 
(plenary ſatisfaRtion as T ſaid before, not being 
in our Power) we muſt effeQually and ſpeedily 
pr_—_ the means , Which are but two in chief. 
he one is, the waſhing away of wilful Bloedſhed, 
with the blood of mahciow Murtherers, by Exe» 
cuting T»ſtice, The other is by Mercy, in par- 
doning thoſe who have ſhed Blood 'canſnally, 
; > fog without any apparant malice; And, 
this F»ſt:ce and Mercy muſt be diſpenſed without 
partality, raſhneſs, malice, or by-relpe& to our 
ſelves,or to any other, That, we be not deceived 
in the Perſons who are to be_the Objects of this 
Fuſtice and Mercy, we muſt be very wary leaſt we 
1ncut the curſe pronounced againſt them,who J«- 


frifie the withed and condemn the Innocent ; fo,in 


ſtead of being rendred acceptable, become abs- 
minable unto the Lord; For,the #orld is ſo full of 
deceitful J»g/iy ,thar;fhe can make that which'is 
Righteons and Holy, appear to be »mrighteow and 
prophane - Wrap up Ss arlative Impierie inſuchs 
Myſtery,that, it ſhall ſeem the Perfe&ion of Ho- 
lineſs, make Traytors and Murtherers appear to be 
Saints and Martyrs, true Saints and Martyrs to 
be reputed Mortberore, and Traftors ; and bring 
them to the greateſt outward ſbame and ſuffering. 
| | There- 


% 


Therefore to prevent theſe Falarier, we muſt | 
a as be David, ſeek of God,to ory 
i » not onely as touching the true Cauſe of 
the Plagnes that are feared,or lie upon as, but alſo 
forthe Prizcipa! Offenders ; for, it we ſeek but to 
mer, to hamane Lewes,and reaſon, and to what ous 
ws ons Rh ron L New is ec wap) po 

in ng uſually ſwayed by Self-1n- 
rreſts, that we Rs pepng wh ET. , 

If inquiry had been made in Davids time, 
touching the Fame afoxe mentioned, of that 
paxt of the People, then of Saws Fattion , who 
were the Murtherers , for whoſe Bloadſhed that 
Plague was inflicted ; they,probably would bave 
aniwered, that it was for bloodineſs of Da- 
wil houſe,and of his confederates, who had Tray- 
terouſly difigherited the true apparent Heir. of the 
Kingdem , Anoytited and King by Gods 
own appointment , With conſent of all the Pea. 
ple ; and that his Bood-greltineſs was manifelt by a 
long Rebellions Warfare againſt the houſe of Saul 
his Lewfal Severaign, If the fame queſtion 
ſhould have been then asked of Damds Pay, it 
is likely they would have aid, that Saw/ and his 
parrakers were the Murtherers by ſhedding blood 
1n appoling him, to wham God þad tran(lared the 
Kingdews from. Saul, for hig diſobedience, and.con- 
forred it on David by the ſame Anrarnting , by the 
ſame Prophet, who inaugurated Saw ; and in xe- 
pard the Kingdom was alio confumed upon Dawd, 

y conſent -of the ſame People, If the Prieftsin 
theſe dayes, had been conſulted withall, they per- 
haps would have theught and ſaid, that ut had 
been, for the Blood of thoſe Prieſts of the Lon 
whic 
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| forth at that time for any of 


— 


which were 04! STYONLTtY Buirtc fiezed? 7 
cen for rhe bleod of me © utes ; 
be they and nizny other ( who nſuzlly 
cording to common” appearancey ) world have 
thonzhr that Famme kid been inflicted for the 
blood of Abner , IÞbeſheth, Amaſa, Ammin, 
#r:ah,and many other, as well as for the blood of 
the ſaid Prieffs. Bat, the = ement Catne not 
efe; Ir was not ab- 
ſolutely for ſhedding of meer Innocent blood ; 
nor for Bleed Royal , or eſteemed Sacred; tio nor 
for the blood of a Kirg , bur for Blood fhed by 


s Farce 
it tay 
ac 


' King ; and for no ſuch precions blood as the bleod 


of lſratlites,ot Friends,or Free Subjelts,but for the 
Blood of flaugs, of whom little account was made; 
and for breach of an Oath, and a Covenant to and 
with defpiſed Perfons,though contrated legally, 
ea, contrary to Gods exprefſe command, with 2 
cople whom they were to have deftroyed ; and 
though, it had been frandulently and ſurreptionſ« 
ly procured:which £xemplary Fudgement,was cxe- 
cuted and tefr-apon record , to make it known to 
all Nations, atid Generations, how abomhinable it 
is to God, when men vislate the Lawes of Hu 
mane Society, though out of a prererided Zeal to 
the welfare of his own People ; and, that he will 
ſooner diſpence with an Oath and Covenant ritade 
jp hears to his own expreſſe command, 
then with vislation thereof, in ſuch a caſe, when 
it is once made ; and, that, neither length of 
time, or Pious, or Politick pretences,can incline 
him to leave it unpuniſhed. 
This hints unto us, that which will de very con- 
fiderable ar this prefent by you, and by all this 
| Nevwn, 


n i wes 
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is making 


Thummun of his Work , as alſo,by impartially ex- 


. amining; our own Conſciences , leſt the falſe Wite 


mefſer, which the World & ſelf intreſt may ſuborn, 
corrupt our Judgements : For, if we ask of our 
weer Courtiers, of Fawning Paraſites ( who think 
there is more Divinity in the blood of K:xgs then 
of other men) whoſe Bloodſhed is at this time pu- 
niſhable by Famine, hep has I conceive) will tell 
vs, that ic is onely for t 

which I believe not, though there lies a b/ood-gu1/- 
reameſs for that, on very many, If we ask of the 
Prelates, they peradventure will add thereto the 


' blood of the late Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, and 
!! the violence done to their Hyerachie. If we ask the 


reſt of theClergy,they wil caſt in the blood of thoſe 
Minifters of t Goſpel, who have been ſlain by the 
Sword, are deſtroyed by refſion : The Peers 
will ſay itis likewiſe for the Blood of ſome of 
the Nobility : If we put the Queſtion to the 
Generality of the People, they will afhim, that ic 
wasfor the blood of their Parents, Children, Bre- 
thren and fellow Subjefts.If we demand the opinion 
of the Papiſts,they will anſwer, that it is for the 
blood of their Prieſts and Feſwites, If we Inter- 
rogate the Proteſtants , they unanimouſly cry out 
and ſay , that itis for the blood of thoſe three 
hundred fixty and odd Thouſands, who were in 4 
moſt Treacherous and Barbarous manner Maſla- 
cred in Ireland,by the Papiſts : If we think by our 
Laws and Parhamens,to be rightly informed,they 
(not being infallible) will leave us as doubtful b,, 

& 


e Blood of the /ate King, - 


28 touching that Blead(bed into which God 3 
inquifition;& concerning which we are 
to make inquiry of God hunſelf, by the #r:iw» and 


ti 


the reſt ; For, Laws contradigt each other'; ons 
Parliansent Enacs that for Liw, which another 
makes 1llegal;and that to be Hereſfie and Treaſon, 
which we are enjoyned by another Parl:aWr: to 
embrace for Orthodox Trath and Loyalry ; Tlocu 
Pocws | ſo, that if we had no better Oracle to en- 
quire at, then theſe aforementioned, we ma 
add blood to blood, by puniſhing Innoatents as Of- 
fenders,and Juſtifying Malifattors. 

In truth a Blood-guiltneſs, more or leſs, in all 
theſe reſpeRs , lies upon ſome of all diſſenting 
Parties throughout the whole Nation ; yea upon 
all without excepting one perſon, though they 
perceive it not; and a greater blood-guilri= 
zeſs then the blood-ſhed of all thoſe'put together 
will amount unto ; even a gultzreſs of the pre= 
cious Blood of Chriſt Teſw and his Saints, by op- 
preſſing them , not onely in depriving them of 
their Liberties and Eftates(whereby Life is to be 
preſerved) until they loſe their lives more miſe- 
rably then by a quick, murther ; -but, by Tyraniz- 
mg over their Conſciences alſo, to the deſtroying 
of their ſouls, if God prevent not. Unleſs there- 
fore we will heed, and weigh this gwi/t , and 
ſantifie out formal Humiliations with more 
works of Juſtice and Mercy then heretofare, they 
will prove empty vamties , and Sacrifices withour 
Salt or Oyl. ' And, when we have according to 
Davids Example, duely ſearched out the $1» for 
which God hath begun to puniſh us (which pro- 
bably is Bloodſhed in chief ) the ſame blood-guilri- 
neſs will continue upon this Nation , until as far 
asinus lies, we ſhall proportionably apply what 
is jultly deſerved by the Principal, acceſſary and 
G canſual 


| panſual Tranſgreſſrs ; putting difference batween 


them according t#the quality and degree of their 
offences ; {eeing: ſome of thoſe who. have been 
ac and condemned , may poſſibly be as far 
fronMing guilty of Blaodſhed, or Treq/on, know- 
zngly.or intentionally, as they who went with Abſa- 
lom in the ſimplicity of their hearts to a ſacrifice, 
when he rebelled againſt his father 1; and as gmult- 
leſs of wilful Treaſon,as the Prieſt was, who gave the 
Shewbread: to David and his Souldiers when pur- 
ſued by Saw/. Two men may be Active in the 
ſame work, grinding at the ſame Mill , fight in 
the ſame Cauſe, at one and the ſame Betrle, - and 
yet one of them be juſtly excuſed and received to 
metcy, the other as jultly rejeted. And when 
the matter is doubtful, we muſt laboux to our ut» 
molt, to find out the certai»ty,inclining rather to 
compaſſion then to extream Rigor in ſuch ambigyi- 
ties ; elſe we do neither according to the mind of 
God, nor make our ſelves to be ſo capable of his 
mercy as We may. Solomon adviſed us not to be 
over juſt, that is, not4o execute any Juſtice with-+ 
out mercy. The very merc:es of the wicked are 
cruel , much more' cruel then js their Juſtice, 
They who think they exprefle much love and 
Loyalty to the King, or to do- him the more 
honour, by how much the more blood they ſhed 


to avenge his Fathers Dearch , do more diſad- 


vantage and diſhonour him thereby, then they 
who took away his Life, as it will be manifet at 
the laſt. The Indulgence of David to the Peo- 
ple,who rebelled with his ſon Abſalom, doth im- 
ply that a difference ſhould be put between of- 


fenders according to the degies and nature. of : 


their 


IJ 
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' thait offefies; tx did alſo the Cities of Refuge 


for eo an pot The Fews, who wete guilty 
of the blood of Feſus Chit, the King of Kings, 
(as Pawl was 2lfo by Perſecuting the Sarhts) Were 
capable of Divine Mercy in regard. they did it 
meetly through ignorance, and by being invol- 
ved in the Epidenncal Sin of the Nation at that 
time ; So, may many” be at this preſent : And 
our Kins (if 1 am not miſinfornmied ) is (0 
naturally inclined to extend compathon to ſuch 
offenders; that probably the iſſue of Blood , had 
been hete Rtopt long fince, if he h4d not been'iffy- 
ed ro more ſeyerity then he is inclined unro-And, 
doubleſs, they who ſiibmitted utits His late 
Proclamation, (which threatned that ns metry 
ſhould+ be vouchſafed unto them , who there- 
upon ſurrendred not theit Perſons) were not 
ſo mad,as to come iri with a purpoſe to be hatg'd; 
ſeeing they might as poſſibly have ſecured their 
lives by flizhr as others have yet dotie;But,know- 
ins their Conſciences clear (as I ſuppoſe) from 
having had any malicious intention 1in_ thoſe 
tranſactions wherein they were judged offenders ! 
they ſurrendred themſelves into the Kings hands, 
with a belief that their Indempnity was fincere- 
ly intended by the ſaid Proclamation , upon their 
ſubmiſſion ; ſeeing elſe,it had either ſignified no- 
thing as to them, or, ſormwhat worſe then nothing, to 
delude them with a falſe hope ; which to believe, 
were fuch a Derogation from the Kings honour, 
as I am nor guilty of ; and I am perſwaded he is 
ſo ſenſibte how much 1t may concern him, that he 
wilt not deſtroy the hope which was begotten, 
| G 2 by 


'by his -own voluntary AA of C f cy; . IT 

ſelf, (as, it may be, ſome other were) «6k 5 ma 

gage hetetofore with ſuch as oppoſed the Royal 
mereſt., was even then, as far from intending | ay 
: any thing maliciouſly againſt the Kings Perſon or | 4 
| | NSpILy » that I truly pittied his eſtace; And fo | 7 
1% PEPE Ie s as I would gladly have contri- | or 

£ uted What Was 1n my power toward his Reſtora- 
tzon,or the ſetling of him in a ſafe and comfort= | FJ, 
able being,if I had then known how to-have done | %1 
it, without reſiſting God , or infringing that | ir 
fats fo which I conceived, I was thenobliged; | $ 
or_Which reſpeR, I do verily believe, I may | © 
nov claim an intereſt in all his Majefties Pub- | p 
lick Atts of Grace, notwithſtanding my former | 
M:ſpriſsons: And that according to his Royal Pro- | «| 
miſes and Ingagements voluntarily made, I may |] 9 
jultly expect, at lealt a competent ſublltance for | t: 
me and my Family, out of that eſtate, which I C 
rchaſed and poſleſſed, before his Reſtoration: | t 
| For, he is not more ſafe in any mans profeſſed | r 
| _ Alleg:ance or Principles , then in mine ; who am I 
probably perſwaded in my heart to believe, that | C 
after he hath tryed the temper of his People, t 
God will put into his heart a deſire and reſoluti- 
on, to declare and proſecute ſomewhat , extra- 
ordinarily tending to his Glory , and to the fru- 
ſrating of the fears, hopes and expectations of 
. many thouſands, who are now oppohtes in their 
Fudgements and Affettions : Nothing, but a mali- 
cious wickedneſs can ſuperſede this _ It is 
a more manly Princ:ple to ruine men ſpeedily and } 
outright in fury, then by difſembling an intenti- 
on of Mercy to linger out their Torments, and 
E | deſtroy 


tt a . Wt. os tw. ao» oo» > Aa 


—— Y _5 9 5 BS as 


MW AD *S 


deſtroy them at the laſt ; of which 


. axe, for t 


ceive the Prelates to be leſs guilty at this times 
then many other by whom we ſufter ; For, they 
be moſt part, ſo true to their Pride and 
Avarice, that they devour us as quickly as they 
can, Without masking or hiding their Intenti- 
ons. 
Let there be fincerity therefore, in executing 
Tuftice and extending Mercy ; and let us know 


| nd heed this to a maxime,which ought undoubt- 


ingly to be received ; to wit, that if any King, 
Smupream Power, Prince,Commander in chief, or any 
other by them Authoritatively deputed to diſ- 
pence their /Aercy,or other Priviledges or Conceſ 


ſrons of e, Or of right due, ſhall, by his or 
their wn, Proclamation, Letter, Promiſe 


or Ingagtment, make tender of them voluntarily 
to any real or ſuſpected Delinquents, (Without any 
capiculation or conditiong) actually inſiſted on by 
the ſaid Delinquents (eſpecially the ſaid Granters 
receiving benefit afterwards thereby ) If theſe 
Delinquents acceptthereof, ſubmut,and put them- 
ſelves into thei: Protection, without queſtonin 

the terms of expreſſion, or the fincerity of the fag 
Granters intentions ; Then,the ſaid Conceſſions 
are to be conſtrued to the urmoſt advantage of 
them, whoſo confided and ſubmitted, And, if 
in ſuch caſes there ſhall be any ſecret Reſerve or 
Imention in the ſaid Gramters , whereby they who 
ſo abſolutely conhded, ſhall be deprived of their 
hope ; or it there. be any explicite or equivocal 
terme therein , whereby the Grace hoped for, 
may be vacated, by the future Judgement of the 
ſaid Gramters, or of other men, who are apparent 
Ene- 


pill de {0 eviderit an Injuftice, fwignoble, and fo 
Hypocritical a Prevaricarion, that, what Reaſon of 
Stare ſoever is pretended, it will be abominable 
toGotand Mer t The id Gravrers, wilt july 
loſe their hofiour both abroad and at home 5- none 
will confide in their Grants , Promiſes or Ingage- 
#21 for the future , and Divine Vengeance rf 
alſo perſue them. This may pethaps be diftaltful 


rentier,or doubiiul Friends 16 


to them who relliſh not ſuch aſſertions 3 Bur, he” 


who truely fears God, and: declares neceſſary 
Tyaths itt teaſon with # good Conicience , needs 
not fear men, how furious of powerful ſoever 
they be ; For, they will be afraid of Him , if his 
Aſeettions be of God. OY 

Moreover, let us take notice, Mo ſhall 
neither be freed from the Fadgement threatned, 
nor clear ftom the guilt of 6/podſhed paſt , unleſs 
we proſecute every medgwm in our Power to pre- 
vent bloodſhed to come , by taking away the occa- 
ſions of - malicious Animoſities which foment 
diſcord the Uſher to Murthers and Rebellions: And 
this will nevet be effefted in meer Morral or 
Carnal Men, but by executing of Juſtice between 
Man and Man without partiallity, and by permit-= 
ting them to enjoy their Liberties and Liveti- 
hoods, according -to Law, without Oppreſhons ; 
For, it being their Life-B/ood, they will Rruggle 
for it, upon all advantages (though it be by b/ood.. 
(hed ) let Drvines , Preach what they will, and 
Srareſ-men threaten & impoſe, whatſoever Oaths 
and other nytanacles they can deviſe ; yea, 
though they loſe Liberty, Eſtate, Life, Body and 
Soul to recover tt; Becauſe they cannot be made 
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iſa ſenſible of any thing, as of their Se/f.' Jutoraſf 
and'preſent wants ; So, that, if their diſtempers 
be not aflwaged ,, by the means aforeſaid, occa- 
fon o® bload-gwiltineſs will fill continue ; And 
as for them who being by regeveration made ſo 
conſcientious of yielding Attive or Paſſtve Obed:- 
ence, to the Cemmands of Amthority, that, they 
will ſuffer any thing rather then Tehft to blood, 
though- they loſe all that whereby the mainte= 
ance of theirhfe-blocd confilteth (and are ex- 
poſed- to greater ſufferings, then by a ſpeedy 
Marther)they will make the Laxd lyable to grea- 
ter blood-guultizeſs, and more dreadful 'Judge- 
wents,then the former : Becauſe, at laft, it-will 
provoke God for the ſakes of thoſe Patent Tpnc- 
cents, to ariſe from his Throne in Heaven and de- 
ſcend to be their avenger. This,I am warranted 
to declare ; therefore conſider ith Reaſon is rea- 
ſon,and Truth Truth, though ſpoken by Fools and 
Children ; The greateſt Perſons if they deſpiſe 
1t,thall be deſpiſed ; and thewiſeſt,if they ſhght 
it, are Fools. ib 

It is impoſſible to enjoy-the Peace of GOD, or 
long to preſerve the C:wil Peace , Without other- 
while giving an occafion of Bloodſhed , 'when the 
Conſciences of men are intrenched upon, by im- 
pohng that which is deſtructive to their Natural 
and Chriſtian Freedom inthingsindifferent ; eſpe- 
cially, when they perceive them to be impoſed for 
ſuperſtitious ends onely, and to advance the 
covetuous defignes and Intereſt of corrupt Per- 
ſans im Societies + For, though they who are hn- 
cerely conſcientious, will ( as I faid befare) ſuffer 
any thing rather then give a juft occahion of of. 
fence, 


j 
| 
[ 
: 
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be violated ; yet, it is-ſo abominable to meer 
Na1cural and Moral men, to lee an unlawful In- 
tereſt uvheld and indulged ,) under pretances of 
promo-ing Pete, or the Common Welfare , that 
they cannot well bzar it , without ſuch murmur- 
ings as may produce miſchief at the laſt, Amon 

other chings-conhderable in that kinde, the Pro- 
hibition of meats on certain dayes and times, 
makes many very ſenhble, how impudently they 
have been fooled out of their Freedoms by Re- 
ligious Impoſtors. For, thougtrit be reaſonable 
that the forbearing ofFleſh,and the eating of Fiſh 
at ſometimes ſhould bz enjoyned , for preſer- 
ving the breed of Cattle, or ſuch like reſpeRs ; 
and that neither the Fiſhing Trade may be neg- 
le&ed, nor that bleſſing ot abundance of Fith, 
ſzem «0 be deſpiſed, wherewicth God bath plenti- 
fully furniſhed theſe 1/ands : yet, who can un- 
derſtand what prudence or Pietze it is, that, ac- 
cording to an Anichriſtien Principle (which was 
introduced as it were in deſpight of what God 
hath declared in his Word) thoſe meats ſhould be 
judged unlawful, on ſome dayes in a Religious 
reſpe&, which bzing Sanctifed by Prayer and 
Thankſgiving, may be eaten at all times without 
oifence to God ? If there be no thing of Religi- 
on in ſuch a Reftraint, why ſhould ic be im- 
poſed as pertinent to Religion , and managed by 
Officers thereto pretending ? If the obſervation 
of a Lent, b2 not as truely a.,Twrkiſh as a Chriſtian 
D:ſcipline, or Ceremony , Let us know by what 


\ Holy Text, it is commanded, equivolent to that 


Authoiity, whereby that, 2nd ſuch like Impoſiti- 


ons 


Fence, or a&t ought whereby the Civil Peace may 
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ons,and interdied,or at leaſt reproved. And;if, 
indeed it be of Divine Inſtitution, let it then be ' 
confidered,what an-abominable hypocrifie &abuſe | 

it is of that Diſcipline,that the Prelates,their Vi | 

cars or.other Officers , or Doctor Dodipol, with | 
ſuch like Perſons ſhould make a ſordid gain there- | 

of to ſatisfie their Covetouſneſs ? difpence with 

this Liberty to whomſoever they pleaſe for mo- 

ney; even td thoſe who defire it , meerly to ſa= 1, 
tisfie their Luxuries Appetite ? taking that Free 
dom alſo to themſelves, by licenſing each other | 
to eat Fleſh, when prohibited ? If a poor-man be 

ſo fick , that he cannot eat Fiſh without hazzard 
of his life , or hath ſuch an Antipathie thereunto 
that it alwayes indangers his health to eat it ; 
why thould his life or health be pur into the hands 
of tuch Perſons who regard nothing ſo much as 
their Self-Imereft ? what Religion or Charity is |} 
it.to make this man pay money for at? Is it not 
affliction enough that he hath ſuch infirmities, 
unleſs he- ſhall be inforced alſo to add unto his , 
Poverty,by paying for that Liberty to ſome Shab« | 
by Fellow , Which God beſtowed freely upon 
hum ? yea-, to pay for it to one perhaps , who 
whilſt he is Faſting , will conſume m Feaſting, 
that which he exatted>were it not more Chriſtian 
like (if ſuch a Reflraint be civilly neceſſary) rhar | 
ſober honeſt and faithful men, ſhould rake the | i 
money given for ſuch Licenſes to-nelp relieve | 
the ſick and needy in necefirous times ? yeazif ir 
be expedient for a publick benefit, that there 
fhonkd be a reſtraint from eating Fleſh at ſome 
ſer times (as I believe it may be, if ordered ac- 
cording to the trug intencion -of our Layes) Ir 
bil H jeens 
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ſeems tieventhelels , unreaſonable, that a cor» 
rupt Magiſtrate ſhould raiſe. a large profit, to 
himſelf and his Officers, by Licenhng Butchets, 
Cooks and Powlterers, to the making that dearer 
to the People , which was -over dear before. Ir 
were therefore more agreeable to common Juſtice, 
that the profit by Fees and Fines for ſuch Li- 
cenſes, if they be neceflary , ſhould be rathex 
employed to cate publick Burthens; or elſe to re- 
lieve the needy and oppreſſed : For, that Juſtice 
and Charity , might ſomewhat allay their diſ- 
tzmpers, Wo may perhaps be provoked beyond 
the Limit of their patience. 7h laſt Paragraph 
was by forgetſulneſs onutted in the Papers which 1 
ſent tothe Houſe of Commons, 

This I have calt in þy the way, for a Sapple- 
ment to My Remonſtrance » and now you have 1n 
effet, the ſum of what I have heretofore ex- 
preſled publickly or in private,as pertinent tomy 
Vindication ; and I will hereupon requelt nothing 
imply relating to my ſelf: For, to ſay truth, I can 
ask nothing to any purpoſe, gor can you -give or 
take away any thing which will not be as S -——_ 
910us or diſadvantagious to your ſelves, as to me, 
according as it ſhall be juſtly or unjuſtly giver or 
taken away ; and, if my Fu had as little ſence, 
of thoſe torments the world can inflict upon me, 
as my Soul hathat preſent , of thoſe pleaſures of 


| hers, which I formerly enjoyed , ſhe had nothing 


in her power, Which would much de/+gbt or offend 
me, If you reſtore unto me the Freedom -of fny! 
Perſon,and poſleſhon of my Eftate, they may be 
lolt again tomorrow ; and, unleſs I might there- 
with enjoy the Liberty of my Mind according - 

the 
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the Lew of Natare ; and of my Conſcience, ac 
cording to the Law of Grace, (whereof I ſee no 
oreat likelihood at preſent ) I ſhall nor greatly 
value either of thoſe accommodations , or my 
Life ; but, as it relates to him who gave it. I 
have lived "almoſt three quarters of © a 
hundred years upon Earth, wherein I have ob- 
ſerved the Works of God and men ; ſeen. the 
Almighties Judgements diſregaxded,and his Grace 
turned into Wantonneis ; many Changes, every 
one worſe then the other $5 and am now in Par- 
"6 oe Wall to Hell, where I perceive thoſE 
ieryTryals which melt and ſoften a few,do harden 
molt men,into a froward impenitency ; the Oold 
and Silver is thereby purified ; the Wood, Hay, 
and Stubble conſume ; and I thall thortly aſcend 
from hence, thither, where (though all things are 
already known ) I mnt give up that” Teſtimony 
which I ſhall leave behind me , of this Yenera- 
tion ; Wherein Apoſtacies, Hypocrifie, Prophaneſs, 
with all manner of Wickedneſs, and wprenes ripen 
ſo falt: ( yea,wnerein the Dottrine'of Chriſt is 10 
diſparaged by the Proteſlors thereof, who live 
contrary to the Life of Chrift) that if the An- 
gels, thereto appointed, do no: ſpeedily thruſt in 
cneir Sickles and gather th2 Wheat into Gods 
Garner, and hack up the Tares for the fire; 
there will bz fzw'hanatuls of good Corn left upon 
Earth, and little Faith found amongſt men when 
Chriſt comzth, This Teſtimony 1s true, though 
expreſled in much inftrmicy, atrer the manner of 
men ; therefore, I will conclude all with a 
Petition for thole things onely, wherein Gods 
Glory, your Honor, and the [atereſts of many 
H 2 Lhau-s 


Thoufands ate comprehended, as well 28 mine 
The ſaid Pers110n is that which follows. 
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The PETITION. - 


reſpect the many great and extraordinary 
Mercies of God lately vouchſafed to the 
Kung , to your ſelves, and to thoſe whom 
ou Repreſent : As you fland in awe of 
theſe Jadgements, that are in part removed 3 
as you defire the total removal of thoſe which 
yet lie upon us; and the prevention of thoſe 


[i beſeech your Honours, as you | 


that are feared ; as alſo , to behold the Face of 


God with Joy at the laſt Judgement: that, 
in all your future Conſultations, Debates and 
| Aetings , you ſeek the preſervation of a good 
Conſcience , -2n preferrms. the Cauſe and 
Honour of God, before all Royal, Popular, 
or Perſonal Intereſts : That , mn particular 
you would be careful his Divine Worſhip, 
may not be adulterated,or clogged with the Su- 
perſtitious Traaitions of Men, by your aſſent 3 
gnd that no Power, Perſon or Perſons , by 
your neplett or means , be permitted to Uſurp 
a feat in the Conſcience, which ts Gods 
Peculiar Throne upon Earth. That » you 

will 
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will ſo' endeavenr to Efab!//utk 
Throne zx Righteouſneſs,” that Jullh 


Mercy , being the Supporters thereof water © 5 
ther the Juſt Royal Perogative ,” or -th#-;, 1,7 


3 


Lawful Liberties of the Peeple ( by whom 
you are Intruſted ) may be infringed , or 
claſh; But , that » Right may be equally 
diſpenſed, That , you would be merciful 'as 
our Heavenly Father is merciful , extend» 
ing Compaſhon ( which # the beſt Sacrifice ) 
to other men. , according to that Mercy whith 
you would willingly recerve , if you were mm 
therr ſtead ; rather mitigating , then agra- 
wvating thetr puniſhment , who have offended 


through Ignorance, Weakneſs, or Incon- ' 


fiderateneſs, and not by Deſign or Malice. 
And, foraſmuch, as the Priviledaes you Clarm, 
were not at firſt conferred for your own ſakes, 
but for the ſakes of the People whomyou re- 
preſent , and by whom you were choſen and 
intruſted ; That, you make no farther uſe of 
thoſe Priviledges for your Perſonal aquanta- 
ges , then may conſiſt with your Truſt, which 
z5 to be kept ruolable mthout reſpert of Per- 
ſons , _ qo or Reward. Theſe 
Petitions bern ou approved and granted, 
ſo far forth pa, x be E's rand, [hall 
bave ſo large a ſhare in them, that it mill be 
needleſs 
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.you 
bound;who,by vouchſafing theſe mois, ſhall 
have a Joyful or home, '&y all your 
| + Is and Burronghs; when you 
ourned, pror 5 or Dflued; A 3 And 
Honour, ſhall be ſo tranſcendant, that av 
| nary Pen, Lybeller or Lybel, /ball have 
Power to caft a blem: ſh the para 


Jamg; Opus - Exegi. 
My Lifc,ond work ( for ought, his zer-l bow) | 


Is either quite, or almoſt enled now ; 
And my Quietus eſt, within a Grave , 
| Fe, that, which beſt would pleaſe me now ” have : 

; For,by their fer many years togetber, 
&: My Fle(h and ks have mgh tir'd eacb other. 
W- Lerd , let-the ſhort-ſnuff,of my Life unſpenc | 
4 | Burn out, wich clear flames, rd a pleafing (cent. 


Newgate, January the 
27th,166 1, | 
| Geo, Waither. 
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